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NORWICH. 1 
Art the Court 0 f Mayor alty beld L 

the — ih November 171 4. N 
Ordered, : 


HAT Peter Thacker, Ek: and Mr. 
Sheriff Burton, do attend the Re- 


Thanks of this Court for his Excellent 9 
Sermon Preach'd at the Cathedral· Churck 


verend Mr Salter, and return him the 


| of Norwich, on the 20th of October laſt, 


being the Day of the Coronation of His = 
moſt Weellan Majeſty King George; 

and that he be deſi red to Print the 1 
Same. 1 


nnn 
ourt of ALDERMEN 
Of the City of NORWICH. 


1 © at > * 1 8 * 4 k . 


Greta, 


propos 4 no 
lowing Sermon before Tou, 
\ eceived : Tet when Ton ſegniſied Your 


Publick, I was prevail d with thereby 
o do what I never intended. 


12 


more ak ae the fol- 
in Compliance with the Order I had : 


. res that it might be made more 


mM Def gn was to ſet fe forth, as 4 
well as I could, the agreeable Proſpett 1 
we have from the preſent Happy . # 
bliſhment : And, I dare ſay, zbere's 


no one who loves our Conſtitution, b 
wiſhes the Glories of this Reign even 
: * than. 1 bave ſet. them e 


Iam 


** Your moſt Humble Servant, 


SAM. SALTER, I! 
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PSALM 13a. ant the le 2 


7 * elf ſpall his Crown flouriſh. 
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Promiſes of the moſt High God; the 
knitting Part thereof, will not be unſuitable to the 


improper Subject of our Meditation. Since as to the 


ö Glorious Occaſion of this Day, (fo far, I mean, as 
relates to his Majeſty's peaceable Poſleſſion of the 


en Crown of theſe Realms, which is even now 


to be put upon his Head,) there's no doubt, but ma- 
1 my ſincere Wiſhes, and moſt hearty Prayers, have 
been offer'd up to Almighty God, which, it ſnould 
em. have been graciouſſy heard, and now fully 
anſwered by Him. Tis therefore fit, that together 
1! with the Continuance or Enlargement of our Pray 
ers, we ſhould at this Time make our Returns of 
4 Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; and tell of God's won- 
drous Works, that He has already done, as a pledge 
of thoſe which we truft in his Goodneſs, He has : 


Vet in Reſerve ſor us. 


not certain in that Particular,) He introduces his 


| His Enemies will I cloath with Shame : but 


8 this Pſalm conſiſts partly of Prayer, and 
us of Praiſe, expreſs'd with joyful 
Aſſurances that were grounded upon the 
Words I have now read, which are the 


1 Solemnity ; nor the whole Pſalm indeed an 


If this Pſalm was compos'd by Novid. (for we are 


4 * er, as the good King Hezekiah did afterwards, 
0 7ngs 20, 3. with an Appeal to his former pious 
Vows 


: 
* 
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(5) 
Vows and regions Engagements. If by his Son So- 
Via. par Pe, lemon (as our late Biſhop Patrick was 
and Pref. to ths almoſt perſuaded,) tis {till with Re- 
Pſalm. ference to the forward Zcal of his Fa- 
ther David, that He uſhers in his Petition : remem- 


bring, and that very ſeaſonably, the good Diſpoſition 3 


10 
IF 
by 8 
»* 
= 


of God; which was, not only to do well, more e. 
ſpecially unto thoſe that were of a clean Heart „Plal. 
73. L. but moreover, conformably to his own moſt F 


kind Declaration, to ſhew Mercy unto thouſands of 
them that loved Him, and kept bis Commandments, 


Exod. 20. 6. and was therefore a very proper Ar- 1 
gument to be uſed with Almighty God, to continue 


his Favours and Bleſſings to Him and his People. 


The Occafion of the Pſalm muſt be conjectur d 


too, as well as its Author. But fince that excellent 


' Perſon before-mentioned has repreſented it very pro- |} : 


bable, that it was penn'd upon Solomon's bringing 
the Ark of God into the Temple that He had Naß 


pared for it, (the place which the Lord himſelf 


cChoſe by repeated Intimations of his Will to that 
Purpoſe) that fo God's Habitation might be fixed 


there, and not removed from Place to Place, uncer- 


5 tainly, as it had been in former Times ; We may |} 


fairly be ſatisfied with this Account, and look no 
farther. And then the firſt five Verſes will be ex- 


7 preflive of David's forward Piety and ſtedfaſt Reſo- 1 


lution (which we alſo meet with in the Hiſtory of | 


that Prince, 2 Sam. 7. beg.) to build, during his 


own Life, an Houſ: or Temple for the Ark of 


God to dwell in: although by an expreſs Counter- 


mand received from Heaven, He was ſoon diverted Þ 
from that Holy Purpoſe. Accordingly, the next 


Verſe may be ſuppos d to 2 out the Place * 
Oy” G 


p 
„ 


God would have it fix'd, Lo we beard, &c. And 
the 7th to expreſs King Solomon's Reſolution of go- 
ing into God's Tabernacle, and with all poſlible Re- 


/ verence to fetch the Ark into the Temple, We will 


go, &c. Upon which follows his Prayer, contain'd 


in the three next Verſes, and (to confirm the for- 
mer Conjecture concerning both Author and Oc- 
I cafion of the Pſalm) it is the ſame Word for Word 
I alwoſt with the Concluſion of. Solomon's Prayer at 


me Conſecration of the Temple. Ariſe, &c. 
From thence the Pfalmiſt proceeds to a Recital of 
God's Promiſes, ver. 11th to the End: Which He 


did doubtleſs, not ſo much for an additional Motive 


to the moſt High, as for a good Ground of Conti- 


dence to Himſelf with Reſpect to the Matter of His 


Petition. For He muſt needs be aſſured, nay he 
T intimates as much by his Stile or Manner of ſpeak- 


ing, that God was N who dad e 0 


that as Part of his Promiſe He had perform'd alrea- 
dy, ſo he did not queſtion but that he would in 


Q”> Ae fu l 


his good time fulfil the reſt, .if the Condition of the 
| | Promiſe was but carefully diſcharged. The Lord had 
 * ſworn, He ſays, in Truth unto David, and unchange- 
| * ably, He will not turn from it; of the Fruit of thy 


— 
* 
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| © Body will I ſet upon thy Throne. This was done, it 
4 ſhould ſeem, in the Perſon of Solomon, of the Stock 
of David, though not the eldeſt Branch by many. 
le goes on, and repreſents God promiſing a Con- 
tinuance of that Bleſſing for many Generations 
But that Promiſe is conditional, and is thus expreſ- 
3 fed ; 1f thy Children will keep my Covenant, &c. their 
33 Chilaren alſo ſball fit upon thy Throne for evermore. 
And now the Reaſon of all this Favour to a parti- 
$ cular. Family, may not be diſſembled, eſpecially 


when 


(3) 
when the Pſalmiſt himſelf ſcruples not to declare it; 
All this, it ſeems, was for Iſrael's ſake ; For the 
Lord hath choſen Zion, meaning thereby figura- 
tively, that whole People. He hat defrred it (that 
Place, ſuppoſe, the Hill of Zion, out of all Iſrael, W 
and Iſrael out of all the Nations of the Earth) fo» 
bis Habitation, ver. 13. Again, This is my Reſt for ⁶ 
ever; here will I dwell, for I have defired it, ver. 14. 

Or, as the other Tranſlation renders it, I have a 
Delight therein. Hence it was that God determined 
to bleſs them abundantly in the Point of preſent 
Enjoyment, ſo that there ſhould be no Want in their 
Streets, ver. 15. in the Point of Religion, ſo as the 
Miniſters thereof ſhould be cloath'd with Salvation, 
ver. 16. or held in the utmoſt Safety: And finally, 
in That which was the Perfection and beſt Security 
under Heaven of all the former, in a Succeſſion of \q | 
wiſe and good Princes, ariſing (no matter at what 
Diſtance.) from the Stock of David. There will 1 
make the Horn of David to bud, wer. 17. or put 
forth a new Shoot, au unexpected Branch. And |}, 
then we may conſider whether the Pſalmiſt does not- 
apply all the Parts of the Divine Promiſe which fol- 
low, vis. the remaining Part of the 17th Veric, / }F. 
have ordained a Lamp for mine Anointed : That is, 2 
1 have reſolved to make his Glory ſhine abroad. 
and with exceeding Splendour; whether, I ſay, He 
does not intend the Application of that, together , 
with the Continuation thereof in our Text, more 
particularly to Himſelf, that peculiar Branch re- 
ferr'd to before. Moſt certainly it ſuits well with 
the Circumſtances of Solomon ſo to underſtand it, 
v7 1s not only with Reſpe& to the Deſigns Þ 
id. L. King. . . ö "Mp 
v. 5 11. which were laid, nay, in his Caſe actu- 
TW” i ally } 


Da 


ally put in Execution, (tho” without Succeſs, to 
ſet up another Succeſſour; but with Regard alſo to 
the flouriſhing of his Kingdom, when He himſelf 
came once to ſit upon the Throne. I will add, that 
che learned Prelate, whoſe Senſe I have now very 
much delivered, ſeems more plainly to have had this 
view in his Paraphraſe upon the Words of the Text, 
while He makes this to be the Import of them; Hzs 
Enmies will I cloath with Shame, &. i. e. Who- 
„ ſoever they be that go about to deſtroy Parr. in loc; 
c this Succeſſion, they ſhall be ſo miſerably defeat- 
ed, that they ſhall not be able to ſhew their Faces: 
„while with Shame and Confuſion they behold the 
JF < Regal Dignity in his Family (notwithſtanding 
F © all their Attempts againſt it) in an unfading Glo- 
F< ry.” Thus I have very largely conſidered the 
Context, and more fully open'd the Words; be- 
| |Feauſe, as I hinted before, I take them to he pretty 
J appoſite to our prefent Caſe. 85 Re 
And accordingly, from the View already taken, 
ve may obſerve, _ FF 
# 1/t. That for the Love God bears to any Peoble, 
| | He will to all his other Bleſſings or Favours vouch ſafed 
to them, add this moreover, to appoint them wiſe and 
Iod Princes or Governours. And then, 
3 2dly, That for the ſame Reaſon ſtill He will more 
I particularly Bleſs thoſe Princes, as well by confounding | 
 ('Þ} their Enemies, as by other more direct and immediate 
ſtances of his Care for their flouriſhing State, 
| I The Application of both which Particulars to our 
3 Szlves, I think, will not be difficult to make. 
. Conſider we the firſt of theſe, vis. That for the 
Lobe God bears to any People, He will to all his other 
WP ſſmgs and Favours vouchſafed to them, add vet this 


above 


(10 ) 


above all, to ſet over them wiſe and good Rulers, And 


for the clearing this Point, it may not be amiſs, to 
ſet forth briefly the eſpecial Regard God is wont to 
expreſs towards one Nation or People above others; 


to evince. from Fact that peculiar Inſtance of Re- 
gard, referr'd to in the Propoſition; and then to ac- 


count a little for that eſpecial Proceeding of the Di- 
vine Price, œ ¹-mn 
Accordingly we may take notice, that - tho” God's 
Mercies are over all his Works, and his providential 
Care conſpicuous in all the Kingdoms of the Earth; 


yet this Providence is not exerciſed ſtrictly after the 


{:me manner; nor are thoſe Mercies or Favours di- 


{trib-tcd in the ſame Proportion, or with an equal 
Hand, to the ſeveral People or Nations of the Earth, Þ 
ay more than they are to particular Perſons in each 

Nation. But one Kingdom is more highly favour'd Þ 
than another, and abounds, thro' the good Hand of 
God upon them, with more and greater Advantage: 

Nor is there any Obliquity in this Proceeding of thße 

Supreme Governour of the Univerſe. He is not 


| 5 
| 


— 
. 


to cvery People under the Sun, but may diſpenſe them 


ith a various Hand, and in ſuch different Proporti- 


ns 28 to him ſeemeth good : For doubtleſs He may 


bound to weigh out his Bleſſings in an exact Balance | 


do what he will with his own, as long as He is not 


vnjuſt, and ſo does no Wrong to any. 


And indeed one may very caſily conceive how God WW 
may be ſaid (without any Derogation at all tohis Mo- 
ral Perfections) to love Jacob, Mal. 1. 2, 3. or the | 
People diſtinguiſhes from Him, or any other People 
its (hall think fit to pitch upon: And, on the other 
Fan, to hate Eſau, or communicate to another Nati- Y 
on but little outward Favour, or but few Privileges 
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f ( 1 1 ) 

in Compariſon of the former ; as long as this has no 

abſolute Reſpect to their Eternal State, or real Hap- 

pineſs, which is improveable, and may actually be 
| improv'd under every Degree of preſent Enjoy ments. 
Nor does the moſt High, tho' He directly difclaims 
all Partiality or Reſpe& of Perſons in the Point of 
accepting them, when diſcharging their bounden Du- 
ty, ſcruple to acknowledge this Partiality (if it ſhould 
be call'd ſo) whereby He favours one People more 
than another with the outward Privileges and Ad- 
vantages of this Life. For whether it is becauſe the 
Lord loved them arbitrarily, (as it ſeems expreſs'd 
& ſometimes without any Reaſon aſſign'd,) or becauſe 
He loved them for their Father's ſake, who had been 
® Righteous before God, and therefore acceptable to 
Him; however it was, it is plain, and there are a- 
bundant Declarations of it in Holy Scripture, that 


2 W a Thee. 1 N 
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| F God choſe Iſrael to be a peculiar People to Himſelf, 
above all the People that were upon the Face of the 
" } F Earth; endued them with eſpecial Privileges, and 
' | Fconferr'd on them his beſt Favours and Bleſſings. 


And indeed, *tis from the Inſtance of this People, 
we propole to evince what the Propoſition mainly re- 
fers to, viz. that over and above all other Bleſſings 
4- which God is wont to communicate toa People whom | 


He eſpecially favours, He adds this, particularly, of 
|; $1ving them wiſe and good Governours. The Truth 
of this Remark, fo far as relates to the Children of 
Iſrael, T think verily, we might ſet forth by an In- 
duction of many Particulars, even from the Time of 
their being brought out of Egypr, when they began 
to be a ſeparate People, and to have a Polity of their 
own, to the Time of their final Captivity, when the 
Scepter departed abſolutely from Fudah, and they 
Cs . 55 5 had 
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kad no Temporal Law-giver left amongſt the m- 
Not that they had all this while a Series of ſuch | 
worthy Perſons to rule over them (for there were | 
Tyrants and Monſters of Iniquity to be found in their 
Lift, ) but. while they acted as a People beloved of 
the Lord, you may obſerve it. They never wanted in 
the Time of their Judges, a Saviour to deliver; nor 
in the Time of their Kings, one to fit upon the 
Throne of David, and who might emphatically be 
{aid to fit upon his Throne, as treading in the Steps 
of that excellent King. I/. 3. 4, 5. And in this Caſe, 
what was remark'd by divers Perſons with reſpect to 
Solomon, might have as truly been obſerv'd with re- 
lation to every ſuch faithful and prudent Ruler; that 
. becauſe the Lord loved Iſrael, to eſtabliſh them for 
ever; therefore did he appoint to them a wiſe and 
good Perſon to preſide over them. Fer. 22. 4 But 


then, if they tranſgreſs d his Laws, and departed from 
his Obedience, no wonder if he 1nterrupted that ſin- 


_ gular Bleſſing: For tho? he might ſtill love them, ſo | 


far as not to caſt them off utterly, upon ſuch their | 


Backſliding ; yet it was natural to think He might 


Vid. Ia. 1. hide his Face from them for a Seaſon, and | 1 


26. be moreover provok'd upon that Occaſion, 


to give them a King in his Anger, and to take Him a- . 


way again in his Wrath, Hoſe 13. 11. Nevertheleſs, 
if they return'd from the Evil of their Ways, God 
was as ready to return unto them, by giving them, 
inſtead of ſuch an one there referr'd to, for their Guide 
and Ruler, a Man after his own Heart, that ſhould 1 
perform all his Will, and make the People, as well 


as himſelf, happy in his Doings. oy 
— Thus we find in Fact God proceeded with his own 
People, the Fews ; while by their good Behaviour 

1 „„ they 


— 


( 13 ) 
they laid any tolerable Foundation for the exerciſe of 
his Fs tothem. He either took them into his own1m- 
S mediate Care, and conducted them himſelf; or elſe 
commiſſioned ſuch an one to a& in his Name, and by 
his Authority, as was jn ſt,ruling in the Fear of God, 2 
Sam. 23. 3. as was prudent, and who ſucceeded for the 
I more part in his Undertakings for the People's Good. 
Now this very Conſideration tends: to account for the 
Proceeding of Almighty God in this Particular; why 
in a more eſpecial Manner He is diſpos'd to grant to a 


| | People whom He loves, the Bleſſing of wiſe and good 


E Governours. For Government is ſo eſſential to the 
Wellbeing of any People, and Prudence, as well as 
Piety, fo indiſpenſably neceſlary to them who fit at 
the Helm of Affairs, and who may be ſaid to anſwer 
the Character they bear, of being the Miniſters of 
ad to the People for Good; that *tis no wonder, if 
] the Promiſes God made to his own People conclude 
3 ; i with this, as the Complement and Perfection of all: 
dor if the ſame God, for the Love that he bears to a- 7 
Iny other People, 1s peculiarly regardful of them in 
this reſpe& above all; whillt it includes ſo much, fo 3 
| | Fexceeding much Bleſſing and Happineſs to them. For | 
„ {© without this Bleſſing, almoſt every thing is in a Stats 
of Confuſion and Diſorder; and Mens beſt Enjoy- 
ments loſe their Virtue or Reliſh, by being precarious 
and to the laſt Degree uncertain : And with it almoſt 
, every Thing promiſes well, and is in a fair way to 
I ſucceed happily ; or if any thing falls out otherwiſe 
than well; (as no human Prudence, no, nor Piet 
| FF neither, can ſecure every Event,) yet Mens Spirits 
are better diſpos'd and enabled on ſuch an Occaſion to 
bear Calamities, The Happineſs of theſe Circum- 
ſtances is fully expreſs'd in Scripture; as is likewiſe 
155 re the 
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the Miſery of the contrary State. Wo to thee, O Land, 


oben thy King is the Son of Nobles, and thy Princes 7 


eat in due Seaſon, for Strength, and not for Drunten- 
expreſs the ſore Evil that ſhould come upon the Peo- 


God would give Children to be their Princes, and Babes 
ſbould rule over them; the Conſequence whereof was, 
that the People would be oppreſſed, &c : So another 
Prophet, when he would ſet forth the Happineſs that 
Iſrael might enjoy upon their Repentance and Return 

unto the Lord, ſays no more than this (as if in that e- 
very Bleſſing was included, ) Then ſhall there enter inby | 
the gates of this houſe Kings ſitting upon the Throne of | % 

David, &c. Meaning perhaps thereby ſuch as, ſhould { Þ 
not only ſucceed that good Prince, but ſhould govern | Þ 
by his Rule, and with his Spirit: For the Phraſe | } 

ſeems to intend the entire Reſtauration of that Peo- - 
ple to their beſt and choiceſt Happineſs. Now when 
it is of ſo great Importance to a People to be well and 
wiſely govern'd, as even alone almoſt to conſtitute 


have this principally at Heart, to beſtow ſuch a 
comprehenſive Bleſſing upon a People that He loves. 


for the ſame Reaſon as before, for the Love that Gd 
bears to any People, He will more particularly bieſs Þ 
thoſe their Princes or Rulers, whom He has in pure 

Goodneſs appointed over them, as well by confounding 


(14) 


ſays one who was a very good Judge, when thy King is 
a Child, and thy Princes eat in the Morning, Eccl. 10. 
16. Tokens theſe of Imprudence and Irregularity. 
And then proceeds, v. 17. Bleſſed ar thou, O Land, 


fronds cond we kr. Yi 


aw. 


neſs. Add to this, that as one Prophet, when he would 


ple, by reaſon of their Sins, ſums it up in this, that 


their Happineſs, it can be no wonder that God ſhould } 4 


We are now to obſerve, in the Second Place, that 


their 


(18) 
their Enemies, as by other more immediate and direct 
Inſtances of his Care for therr flouriſhing State. So you 


Y uy remember the Pſalmiſt has ſtated the Cafe, and 


the Promiſe of God; that for Sion's Sake, and becauſe 


E He choſe that Place, as having a Delight therein, He 
T would, not only give thema Prince thatmight fit upon 
the Throne of David, but would go on to bleſs that 
prince with thoſe that ſhould come after Him in 
the Manner before recited. And indeed the Relati- 
on is ſuch between a Prince and People, that as their 


Suffering, ſo their Enjoyment or Happineſs, muſt be 


Mutual. The Prince can't, in any tolerable Senſe, 
be ſaid to ſlouriſh, unleſs his People are in a good 
and proſperous State: Nor will the People be truly 
J eafie, unleſs the Crown is ſo and flouriſhes. Now the 


I firſt Inſtance, as to which God will bleſs his People 


ö 


_ 22 n ” 
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Fin the flouriſhing of their Prince, is, that He will 


cloath His and Their Enemies with Shame; and, as 


the Pfalmzſt elſwhere adds to the Phraſe, Pſal. 109. 
29. will cover them with their own Confuſion, (i. . 
Ewhat they have fooliſhly brought upon themſelves) 
as with a Mantle. It fo happens, and *tis what the 


| BRoyal Preacher might fairly have numbred amongſt 


the Evils under the Sun, that let a Man be in what 
Circuſtances He will, (but more eſpecially if he is 

great and conſiderable in the World) and let him ma- 
age thoſe Circumſtances never ſo well and wiſely, 
yet He ſhall not be altogether without Enemies. 
Solomon does {ay indeed, that when a Man's Ways 

BY pleaſe the Lord, Prov. 16, 7. or, as we have Ex- 
preſs'd it all along, when he acts well and wiſely, 


sad maketh even his Enemies to be at Peace with 


Him. But that will hardly prove that ſuch an one 
{hall have Enemies no longer. We know, God may 


8 "© 16) 
in his good providence ſo proſper the Affaits of 2 
Prince, and render Him ſo powerful, that his Ene- 


fore be 


this preſent Life : The event may be very probable, 
_ tempt, and encourage our Expectations, but is never 


infallible. Nay; notwithſtanding that Declaration, 
I ſuſpect it never was, and fear it never can be, as 


fectly void of Adverſaries. 


mies may find it very much their Intereſt, and there- 
d iſpos'd, nay glad, to be at Peace with Him; 
but without laying aſide in the mean time one Pram 
of their Malignity, or Evil Diſpoſition: That may iſ 
be ſtill boy ling within them, and only wait a 
favourable Opportunity to diſcover, that they are 
yet Enemies, whatever Forms of Peace they have 
entered into. But ſuppoſe the wiſe Man meant 
more than this, more than a Ceſſation only from WM 
Hoſtile Acts, and intended an inward and hearty Wi 
Reconcilation of ſuch a Perſon's Enemies, yet we 
may do well to remember, He ſays this among his 
Proverbs; which, with all ſuch Obſervations, are 
ſuppos d to hold generally, and for the moſt bart 
true, but not altogether and without any poſſible 
exception. And ſo this is as true as any Thing of 
that Nature, which ſhould have it's Completion in 


andas ſuch may reaſonably put Men upon the At- I | 


long as F olly and Wickedneſs prevail at all in 'the p | 
World, that Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhould be per: 1 


However, tho' the Promiſe in our Text means Y 

0 not ſo much as that, (viz.) to baniſh the Enemies 
= of a wiſe and good Prince whom God delighteth 3 
mm honour, quite out of the Word, together with 
= my Name : Vet at leaſt it means thus much, that 
4% ſhall not- prevail, ſhall not be able to Þurt in all | 
bots hol ly 2 Mountain; 1 It. 9. Ve 37. 29. becauſe 
He | 
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He will put bis Hook in their Noſe, and bis Bridle in 
their Lips, and will take out their Sting ſo effectu- 
8 :lly, that tho' they ſtill continue to be Enemies, yet 
He will cauſe that they be very harmleſs ones. And 
WW thus much methinks, the very Phraſe imports, they 
ball be covered with Shame; i. e. agreeably to the 
IF Paraphraſe I gave you of thoſe Words, they ſhall be 
St confounded and ſore vexed, for that the Evil they 
intended and the miſchievous Devices they imagin'd, 

they will not be able to perform: their fine Projects 
mall fail, and their Evil Attempts ſhall be without 

Effect, fo as they will be aſham'd and hang down 
their Heads at the prodigious diſappointment. And 
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not only fo, but they ſhall be ſtill more confounded 
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and fore abaſh'd, as knowing that thro' ſuch their 
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L Diſappointment the Opportunity will be quite loft to 
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So He covers his Anointed with his own Defence 
as with a Sheild: infomuch as his Enemies, whatever 
rheir will and diſpoſition ſhould be, ſhall not hence- 
forth dare to attempt any thing againſt Him. Or, in 
Feaſe they ſhould, their Attempt ſhall be vain and 
fruitleſs; and as they cannot but apprehend all this, 
therefore are they covered with a greater Degree of 
% c 207 Te 101540 

What I have now ſaid was exactly Solomon's Caſe, 
vhoſe the words areſuppos'd to have been; viz. Kings 


5 | vhence we may the more reaſonably pre- 1. C 
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1 | ing. And this, we have no Reaſon to doubt, is and 


. | will be the Caſe of all wiſe and Religious Princes: 
A He who ruleth by his Power, and whoſe Eyes he- 
1 hold the Nations, will not ſuffer the Rebellious to 
. Wexilt themſelves againſt ſuch his faithful Servants. 
But then this is only the negative Part cf the 


e 
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them for ever. For as God covers them with ſhame; 


ſume this to have been their true Senſe and mean- 


(48) 
Glory of God's Anointed; That his Enemiss ſhall 
not prevail or get the Aſcendent over Him: but on 
the contrary ſhall be ſubdued unto Him; either in 
their Minds and Tempers, ſo as they ſhall be perfect- 
ly reconcil'd to his Dominion and Sovereignty, -or | 
at leaſt in their Actions and Proceedings, that they 
{hall not venture to form any Attempts againſt Him, 
with any Effect at all. But Almighty God intends 8 
more than this in Favour of his Anointed, and for 
the ſake of his People, for whoſe great Benefit He 
is defign'd : He will make his Crown and Royal Dig- 
nity to Flouriſh, and become conſpicuous by other 
plain and poſitive Enſigns of Power and Authority ; 
even by all ſuch as have a Tendency to the Glory 
of the Prince, or to the Good and Welfare of the 
People. The Inſtances of either fort are two nu- 
merous to be collected upon this Occaſion; however, 
we may ſelect out of them a few Particulars to dil- 10 
courſe upon, that be more eſpecially obvious, and 
conſiderable in this Caſe. Such as, the true Spirit 
of Government in the Prince, whereunto may be ad- 
ded the willing Obedience and Subjection of the] 
People:; After this, the Good and Welfare of the 
whole Community; and finally, the happy Proſ-“ 
pect of all this for Generations to come. 
Ihn the firſt place the Crown will Flouriſh indeed, F 
and the moſt High God may in his Promiſe intend B 
this Article principally, by the Prince's being en- 
dued with the true Spirit of Government, conſiſt- 
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ing mainlyof Wiſdom and Goodneſs : I fay, this 
may be chiefly meant ſince it is without all doubt 
the very Foundation of all; in the want whereoi 
the Crown can never Flourith. I don't mean, that 
there can't poſſibly be any Inſtances of Succeſs, a 
Glory, but upon the Foot of wile Reſolutions di 


„ 
geſted by mature Deliberation, and form'd with 
good Judgement; for there is, we know, a Time 
and Chance attending upon all Affairs under the Sun : 
firſt laid by a diſcerning Faculty in thoſe that preſide 
| over our Affairs, the Event, and ſo our ExpeQations 
muſt be exceedingly precarious. The State of Man- 
FF kindin ſuch a Caſe(confidering that God works ordina- 
Irily by ſecond Cauſes) methinks is ſomething fimilar 
Ito what the Athieſt would reduce us to, the Go- 
vernment of Chance the unagreeableneſs of which 
to our reaſon may be perceiv'd ſufficiently from this 
one Conſideration; the wondrous Precariouſneſs, and 
moſt frightful uncertainty of Men's Condition un- 
© der it. Since that very Cauſe which compaſs'd their 
Good at any Time, might as well have produc'd their 
„ great Evil in the ſtead thereof, and will probably do 
1- \Fſo at another; for as much as there is nothing to 
JShinder it; and in the mean ſpace what Security can 
Ja People have? Whereaswhen the Reins of Govern- 
ment are held and manag'd by a well-form'd Judg- 
ment and a ſteady Hand; (conſidering, as was ſaid 
before, how Providence works) a People may upon 
good Grounds promiſe themſelves an agreeable Event 
Jof Things; for doubtleſs they have as much Securi- 
ty as this World affords; And the Crown is in the 
4 faireſt way imanginable to Flourſh 
Ho the Scriptures countenance this Obſervation, 
de muſt be ſenſible from what has been already 
his quoted thence ; from it's denouncing a Woe to that 
ubif Land which has a Child for their King, and Babes to 
eo rule over them; ſince the Reaſon muſt needs be the 
hat lame altogether, when the Rulers tho' mature in Age, 
vet are not mature in Underſtanding and Judgment ; 
d the Crown can't Flouriſh in theſe Cirenmſtances ; for 
1% wa <= 
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but ] inſiſt upon't, that where this Foundation is not 
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why, It will want a ad "TY and not on- 
ly ſo, but Authority alſo at Home. 
In the firſt Place, the Spirit of Government if we 
make no more gotowardsit than WiſdomandGoodnefs; Ml 
which forms the Character whereby I have all along | 
diſtinguiſh'd Princes beloved of the Lord,) as it con- 
fiſts in ng well and wiſely, is eſſential to the flou- 
riſhipg of the Crown, as being that which mainly i 
glves the Prince a Reputation abroad. We ſee this 
perfectly in the Inſtance of Solomon, who by Rea- 
ſon of the exceeding much Wiſdom, and 1 Kings 4 29, | 
under ſtanding, and largeneſs of Heart, that He had, 
was rever'd abroad, no Prince more : fo that *twas no 
Wonder He reignd over all the King- 2 Chron, 9. 26, | 
Adams to a great Extent, ſcarce any but would be wil- ix 
ling to be the Subject of a Prince, of fo great a Ge- 
nius, of ſuch — — Judgment: this, you obſerve, 
made his Crown Glorious. Whereas the want of this 
Spirit, or theſe Powers, will of Neceſſity bring a 
Crown i into Contempt, and caſt a mighty Blemiſn 
upon it with People abroad, as was evident ſuffi- | 
ciently in the very next Reign, under the immediate 
Succeſſor of this fame Solomon. And 'tis no Toner; 
for when the Affairs of any Nation ſeem to be go 
vern'd rather by Chance, than an intelligent 2 
ſteady Hand, however they may ſucceed ſometimes, 
as that falls out beſides the Deſign of the prime Di. 
rector: So the Enemies thereof are thereby encou- 
rag'd to make new Attempts againſt it, till at laſt, as 
might reaſonably be expected, they are found to 
prevail over it. 
1 But then in the next Place, the ſame Sp pirit of 
* Government is as neceſſary to keep up hey at 
1 Home, and therefore is eſſential to the Flouriſhing 
of the Crown, When the Throne is ſurrounded 
wit 
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with Wiſdom and Goodneſs, the Splendour thereof 

is improv'd, and a new Glory is given to Majeſty... 
Whereas in the want of theſe bright Ornaments, the 
Crown wants an agreeable Luſtre, ſinks very low, 
and becomes contemptible, even in the Eyes of thoſe, 
MZ who otherwiſe would not dare to approach it, no 
nor yet venture to look at it, for it's dazzling. 
I Brightneſs, but at a juſt Diſtance. And the Reaſon . 
of that contempt is probably, becauſe however Things 
are manag'd, they will eaſily be aſcrib'd to other Per- 
ſons than Him who wears the Crown, and holds 
the Scepter: and therefore as theſe Enſigns of So- 
veraignty will go but little way without the actual 


 MExerciſe of that Soveraignty ; tis natural to think 


that together with ſuch actual Exerciſe all Reverence 


Vill go off. And fo That very Exerciſe, which me- 


thinks ſhould be peculiar and ſacred, even as the 
Crown itſelf, will thence forth become the common 
Ball of Contention: The Conſequence of which;can be 
nothing leſs than the utmoſt Confuſion and Diſorder. 
where fore, by this you may ſee how neceſſary Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs in Con junction are tothe flouriſh- 
ing of the Crown; I ſay, in Conjunction, becauſe if 


you once ſeparate them, they loſe their Name and 


their End too. Wiſdom without Goodneſs, is better 
© known by the Name of Cunning; which, however it 
may ſucceed for a very little while, will certainly be 
ſeen through at laſt, become abominable; and what- 


ercis'd therein. Goodneſs without Wiſdom, will not 


expoſe rhe Crown and Royal Dignity (inſte a 40 FI: 4 


thereof) to the Attempts of every bold Invader. 
e io lat ry e 


ever Hurt it may do more, will not fail to bring down 
exceeding Miſchief upon the Head of Him that is ex- 


fail to be thought Weakneſs; and, what is worſe, will ; 


abling the Poſſeſſour to maintain the juſt Prerogatives 


bu 2 


1 | | 
But, I. fay again, theſe jointly conſidered, are at once 
the Support aud Ornament of the Crown : And as it can- 
not but flouriſh when fill'd with ſuch a Spirit; ſo, we may, 
depend upon it, Almighty God, when He made the Promiſe 
in general, meant this great Article thereof in particular. | 
I his is the firſt Inſtance, in reſpect whereof a Crown may 
be truly ſaid to flouriſh ; And I have inſiſted the longer 
upon it, becauſe, as was hinted before, it is the Founda- 
tion of all the reſt; ſo that I think I need do no more than 
repeat the others which I have mentioned; foraſmuch as 
upon the Suppoſition of This, we may eaſily conceive they 
will follow in Courſe, as well in the Way of ſecond Cau- 
ſes, as in Virtue of God's Bleſſing. 
For, as to the next Inſtance, viz. the willing Obedience 
and Subjection of the People; who can doubt in the leaſt, but 
there will be an baue Concurrence in the Subject, whenthe 
Prince is ſo well qualified to diſcharge his great Office arighht, 
and in due Manner? Where God has for the great Good of 
any People eſtabliſned in the Throne ſuch a Divine Spirit of 
Government, He rarely (I believe, I might ſay, never) fails 
to fix the People in a grateful Temper, a kindly Diſpoſiti- 
on to receive and promote, every one in their reſpective | 
Places and Stations, the agreeable Views and actual En- 
gagaements of their Political Parent or Benefactor. And, 
ve may alſo obſerve, that the good as well as the evil Spi- 
rit is communicated, and eaſily becomes diffuſive from the 
Head to the whole Body, ſo as there ariſeth thenceforth 
perfect Harmony between the Head and all the Members; 
and amongſt the Members a ſort of Contention (but an a- 
greeable one) which ſhall moſt promote and effectuate the 
worthy Deſigns of the Prince, and the common Intereſt, the } 
-welkbeng eiche ele 
And when you have view'd the Crown in this agreeable 
Scene, thus ſtrenuouſly ſupported on allSides with theHearts | 
and Hands of every Order and Degree of Men; you will 
know of your own ſelves, that the next thing that preſents 
it ſelf to your view in conſequence of the former, is, the 
Wealth and Glory of the whole Community; ſuch as all 
the Nations round about ſhall admire and envy; ſuch as 
all within thomſelves ſhall ſee plainly and rejoyce in: For 
this effect can't poſſibly fail after the former meaſures taken, 
and the couſideration of God's Bleſſing upon the agreeable 
Concert. e e — 


j 


But the finiſhing Inſtance of all, is the happy Proſpect 
which is here by opened, and as it were effectually ſe- 
curd. For this advantage ariſeth manifeſtly from the for- 
mer Eſtabliſnment, that when Things are conducted with 
a true Spirit of Government in the Prince, appear to be 
the Reſult of eſpecial Wiſdom, and a right Judgment in 
the chief Director; as they are likely to ſucceed for the 
moſt Part, if not in every Inſtance; So they will, in all 
Probability contiue to be adminiſtred with a ſteady Hand, 
upon one and the ſame Foundation, becauſe acted by the 
nume eftabliſh'd Principle. Whilſt in the mean Time the 
W wiſe and good God, who loves Order and Regularity in 
Men's Proceedings, not Confuſion, will remember his Pro- 
miſe, and for the Love He bears to his People, nay, and 
for his own ſake, will go on to Bleſs his Anointed in all his 
= worthy Undertakings, cauſe his Crown exceedingly to 
8 Flouriſh, and in this Manner eſtabliſh his Throne for ever. 
And now by this Time you may judge of what I faid at 
me Beginning, that 'twill be eaſy to make the Applica- 
tion; fo that if you have not been doing it already of your 
ſelves all along as I went, yet you will not fail to 40 = 
upon the bare Recollection of what has been ſaid concern- 
ing this Divine Promiſe, even tho I ſhould add nothing fur- 
ther. However, I muſt juſt take leave to ſay (and 'tis 
vVvith great Pleaſure I think upon't) how far this Scripture 
,, ooo 
= That God has choſen this our Zion for his Habitation, 
and to be his Reſt for ever, for as much as He has a de- 
light therein, ought not once to be queſtioned, after the 
ſignal Mercies and moſt wondrous ee un He has re- 
peatedly, yea many times vouchſafed unto us: Whereot 
that of this Day is therefore more eſpecially conſiderable ; 
. becauſe by our Wickedneſs and Folly together, we ſeem'd to 
have done what in us lay, to forfeit it abſolutely and beyond 
Retrieve. Wherefore as tis chiefly, if not only, to be reſolvd 1 
into God's good Providence, that we are met here upon this 
joyful Occaſion; it ſhews the peculiar Love He bears tous, 
to give us this Day One to be anointed King over us, whoſe _ 
Lamp promiſes to ſhine with full Luſtre, and whoſe Reign 
we have the greateſt Reaſon to hope (from his former ſteady 
Government in another Land) will be glorious without 


Interruption. 
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_—_— "Feign over them, and who werenota fe even àmongſt dur 
© .-  "Telves, (ho they Were not all 0 fo forward to declare 7 
"5," dfpeak out plain for want of ) God's pro- ; | 
file, we ſer, is literally fülfilled el ppotvthems 15 gte cb. 
Ver 'd with Shame At ts great Diſappointment, i 
- -* *diſſembleit. May they continue to ie o confbumded, ds 
=_ „kong as they ſhall contive to be the Enemies bf 5 
uc County by endeavouring to embaraſs that Ha pinefs 
we” "thi Farce o Sn i 
ie reſt; ir will be dle Sibje&t ke: | ery one; 
1 bare Prayers who wiſhes well to our Zion; {o | Js wht | ; 
$4 reaſonably expect (if we Prevent 1 it not by ur 
Ps. and egregious Follies repeated, again) that Gad who | 
has begun this glorious Work among! Us, will mot gra. 
Jouliy go on to perform and perfect it; that He will b. 
* his Servant, but our moſt excellent Soveraign Lord Ning 
George witka double Portion of his governing Spirft that 4 
135 may be enabled to accompliſh what has been oſten at. 
tempted from the Throne (but hitherto in vat) to heal o 
"ſite Breaches, to cement and make up our e, 
Diviſions, and to er gage us all to be of one Heart and one 
Mind, at leaſt in thoſt g grand Points of promoting the lo 4 
yx of God, and the Good of the Copmmunityzin our "i 3 
e and Stations. Farther, that he will inſpire the rer E 
ple commited to his 1 a ſuitable Spirit and Dif. 
itien on their Parts, chearfully to ſubmit to his Per. ; 
We Authority, and heartily concurr to make his 1 
eaſy, and his Reign proſperous. Farther yet, that he will 
bleſs the united and harmonious Endeavours of both me, 4 
and People always with an happy The and Succeſs, that 
ſo we may be henceforth, in Wealth, Peace, been, F 
and all Proſperity, (what we might always pave been, but 
for our own Perverſenefs) the Glory of the whole Furth. 5 
And finally that he will fo order it in his go 9 4 5 
Tos debce, that when our preſent Gracious Sovereigl 1 15 iv ave 
en d this Farthly Crown thro? a Conſe wan * 1 
In his Flouriſhing State; and ſhall be thought ory: to 
exchar ge it for one more glorious, becauſe Heavenly: Tee 
. N tüplmit i it fo, yea more F louriſhing Till; if Ne, 2 
2 bis Son's Son even to entlleſs 8 1 
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